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Most architectural standards references contain thousands of pages of detailsâ€”overwhelmingly

more than architects need to know to know on any given day. The Architecture Reference &

Specification Book contains vital information that's essential to planning and executing architectural

projects of all shapes and sizes, in a format that is small enough to carry anywhere. It distills the

data provided in standard architectural volumes and is an easy-to-use reference for the most

indispensableâ€”and most requestedâ€”types of architectural information.
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What architect or architectural student has not dreamed of writing his or her own quick-reference

book? How many of us carry around notebooks crammed with precious bits of information, hard

won from years of experience, both good and bad? This book is an excellent attempt to formalize

the most important and useful of that information. It's an attractive book printed in four tones with the

occasional full-color spread and a "travel guide" feel. I wouldn't call it "pocketable" unless your

pockets can accommodate an iPad Mini, but it will ride along very comfortably in a pack or

messenger bag.The author acknowledges the immense quantity of information architects must be

prepared to wield on a daily basis. Any attempt at abridgment will invariably leave out some critical

piece of information or another. This particular abridgment appears to be best suited to students of

architecture, young practitioners, and related professionals such as real estate agents, facilities

managers, and the like. While each section contains valuable information architects with more

experience will quickly move from this book to the full resources, many of which are identified in the



"compendium" section of this book (though strangely the book references old versions of some of

these resources).The inclusion of several pages devoted to hand-drafting implements and

methodologies, and the omission of any mention of Building Information Modeling whatsoever is

perplexing, particularly for a book published in 2013, but perhaps somewhat understandable given

the author's professional academic background. Still, if the author intends to argue that software are

tools and that tools should be taught on the job why devote an entire chapter to AutoCAD?
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